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were Democratic and lukewarm for the old Union,
and that Ohio and the West would not resist if there
were a successful beginning of a movement and a
military invasion,, So far as the sentiments of the
politicians were concerned, the South had a very
correct idea of the probabilities of the situation;
what they were utterly ignorant of was the spirit of
the masses in the North, which they thought to coerce
easily. There they were mistaken, and there Lin-
coln saw his strength, and that saved the country;
for, with the firing on Fort Sumter and the open
insult to the flag, the Northern masses took fire, and
the conflagration burned out the roots of sympathy
for the South. Butler was given a command in the
field; others of the same class were given commands,
and the dangerous demagogue class was enlisted for
the war.

When I landed, the entire able-bodied population
of the North was seeking to enlist, and the troops
were pouring by thousands into Washington, and
only the most uncertain and prudent of the Northern
leaders doubted of victory, though no one dreamed
what it would cost. And, looking at the corruption
of American politics to-day, the venality and the in-
difference to the true interests of the nation of most
of the men who control the political life at its most
important centres, and the general tendency of our
politics, it needs a serene and far-reaching faith in
human progress to enable a citizen of the United
States, who believes in a political ideal, to regard the
sacrifices then made as having been profitable. Ierally known that Pennsylvania and New Jerseyey assumed himnds and promising support-
